
SEDGEFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET 

 
Conference Room 1, 
Council Offices, 
Spennymoor 

 
Thursday,  

15 February 2007 
 

 
 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

 
 
Present: Councillor R.S. Fleming (Chairman) and  

 
 Councillors Mrs. A.M. Armstrong, Mrs. B. Graham, M. Iveson, 

D.A. Newell, R.A. Patchett and W. Waters 
 

In 
Attendance: 

 
Councillors W.M. Blenkinsopp, Mrs. J. Croft, V. Crosby, 
Mrs. A.M. Fleming, A. Gray, G.C. Gray, Mrs. J. Gray, B. Hall, 
D.M. Hancock, J.E. Higgin, A. Hodgson, J.G. Huntington, J.P. Moran, 
G. Morgan, Mrs. E.M. Paylor, Mrs. I. Jackson Smith, T. Ward and 
J. Wayman J.P 
 

Apologies: Councillors K. Noble 
 
 

CAB.150/06 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
It was noted that Councillor Mrs. B. Graham would be declaring a 
prejudicial interest in respect of Item No. 9 – Conferences as it was 
recommended that she should represent the Council. 
 

CAB.151/06 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 1st February 2007 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

CAB.152/06 BUDGET FRAMEWORK 2007/08  (KEY DECISION) 
Consideration was given to a report detailing the results of the 
consultations undertaken in relation to the Council’s initial budget 
proposals, together with copies of the minutes of the meetings of the 
Council’s three Overview and Scrutiny Committees that had been held to 
consider the proposed budget framework.  (For copies see file of Minutes). 
 
Members’ attention was drawn to Appendices 1 and 2 of the report, which 
detailed the recommendations of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees 
and the feedback from Council Tax Focus Group respectively. 
 
Appendix 3 to the report summarised the 2007/08 budget 
recommendations in respect of General Fund, Housing Revenue Account 
and Capital Programme. 
 
RESOLVED:  That the 2007/08 Budget Framework, previously 

agreed by Cabinet on 11th January 2007 be 
recommended to Council for approval.  
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CAB.153/06 TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2007/08  (KEY DECISION) 
Consideration was given to a report detailing the Treasury Management 
Strategy for 2007/08.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was explained that the report outlined the strategy to be followed by the 
Council over the medium term in relation to its treasury management 
activities, which took account of guidance on investments issued by the 
DCLG and the Prudential Code for Capital Finance in Local Authorities. 
 
The strategy covered the existing Treasury position, the anticipated 
movement in interest rates, the Council’s borrowing, debt strategy and 
investment strategy as well as local treasury management indicators. 
 
RESOLVED: That Council be recommended to approve the 

Treasury Management Strategy 2007/08, the 
Investment Strategy 2007/08 and the ‘Authorised 
Limit’ for borrowing as shown in Appendix A to the 
report and adopt the Prudential Indicators and Limits 
2007/08 to 2009/10. 

  
CAB.154/06 COMPENSATION PAYMENTS FOR RESIDENTS AFFECTED BY 

SELECTIVE DEMOLITION (KEY DECISION) 
The Lead Member for Housing presented a report regarding the above.   
(For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was explained that the purpose of the report was to approve the 
discretionary payment of Home Loss Payment, Disturbance Payments and 
Fees, including solicitor’s, survey and early redemption fees on mortgages 
for the owners and tenants of properties where the Council had entered 
into negotiation to purchase within the Master Plan areas of Dean Bank, 
Ferryhill Station and Chilton West, and the payment of fees only in respect 
of the purchase of property from private landlords. 
 
RESOLVED: That payment of Home Loss Payment and 

Disturbance Payment be introduced to assist the 
negotiated purchase of property required to implement 
the Master Plan proposals adopted by Cabinet on 
13th July 2006.  

  
CAB.155/06 CALL-OUT SERVICE FOR EMERGENCY HOUSING REPAIRS (KEY 

DECISION) 
The Lead Member for Housing presented a report seeking approval to 
accept the lowest tender for Emergency Call Out Service for the Council’s 
housing stock.   (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was reported that six tenders were received and the lowest had been 
submitted by H&B Services Limited in the sum of £189,702, which could 
be accommodated within the Housing Revenue Account for 2006/07 and 
the projected budgets for 2007/08. 
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RESOLVED: That the Emergency Call Out Service be awarded to 
H&B Services Limited. 

 
CAB.156/06 DELEGATED AUTHORITY FOR THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE TO AMEND 

FORMAL ORGANISATION (STAFFING) STRUCTURES BELOW CHIEF 
OFFICER LEVEL 
Consideration was given to a report regarding the need for the Chief 
Executive to be given delegated authority to amend the Council’s formal 
organisation (staffing structures) below Chief Officer level.  (For copy see 
file of Minutes). 
 
Members were given details of the case for change, consultations 
undertaken and safeguards and limitations to be introduced/formalised.  
   
RESOLVED: That Council be recommended to: 
 
  1. Delegate authority to the Chief Executive to 

amend the Council’s formal staffing structures 
below Chief Officer level in accordance with the 
specific safeguards and limitations set out in 
the report. 

 
  2. Direct the Council’s Monitoring Officer to make 

all necessary changes to the Constitution. 
  

CAB.157/06 CONFERENCES 
N.B.    In accordance with Section 81 of the Local Government Act 

2000 and Members’ Code of Conduct, Councillor Mrs. B. 
Graham declared a prejudicial interest in the above item and 
left the meeting for the duration of discussion and voting on 
the item. 

 
Consideration was given to a report regarding the Council’s representation 
at the LGA Culture, Tourism and Sport Conference and Exhibition to be 
held at Sheffield on 21st and 22nd March 2007.  (For copy see file of 
Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: That the Director of Leisure Services and the Lead 

Member for Leisure and Culture, represent the Council 
at the Conference and Exhibition. 

  
CAB.158/06 PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL CAPITAL PROGRAMME 

2006/07 - HAIG STREET GROUP REPAIR SCHEME 
Consideration was given to a report seeking approval for the Director of 
Neighbourhood Services to negotiate and accept a tender from Robert 
Simpson Limited to act as Contract Administrator for the Haig Street Group 
Repair Scheme subject to the tender price being less than £35,000.  (For 
copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: That in accordance with the Contract Procedure Rule 

Nos. 1 and 8 (Negotiated Tenders – estimated cost in 
excess of £10,000) the Director of Neighbourhood 
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Services be given approval to negotiate a price with 
Robert Simpson Limited to act as Contract 
Administrator and, that providing the tender price was 
less than £35,000, to be given delegated authority to 
accept the tender in consultation with the Lead 
Member for Housing. 

  
CAB.159/06 REGENERATION MAINSTREAM CAPITAL PROGRAMME 

Consideration was given to a report seeking approval to re-allocate 
resources in the Regeneration Mainstream Capital Programme 2006/07 to 
undertake environmental improvements in Aycliffe Village and Half Moon 
Lane, and works within the grounds of St. Edmunds Church, Sedgefield.  
(For copy see file of Minutes) 
 
It was explained that there was approximately £97,000 uncommitted within 
the approved budget as a result of a number of projects not being able to 
be progressed and therefore three reserve projects were being brought 
forward for further development and implementation.  
 
RESOLVED: That the further development and implementation of 

the projects detailed in the report be approved. 
  

CAB.160/06 THE PROVISION OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Councillor J. Wayman J.P., Chairman of the Review Group, presented the 
findings of the above Review.  (For copy see file of Minutes). 
 
It was reported that the Review sought to identify how the Council could 
define affordable housing at local level, identify any potential need for 
affordable housing in the Borough and examine the partnership and policy 
options to help deliver suitable levels of affordable housing in the Borough. 
 
Specific reference was made to the Group’s conclusions and 
recommendations. 
 
RESOLVED: 1. That the report be received. 
 
 2. That the recommendations be considered and 

the response and action plan be reported to a 
future meeting of Cabinet. 

  
CAB.161/06 OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES 

Consideration was given to the Minutes of the following meetings: 
 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee 2 - 16th January 2007 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee 3 – 30th January 2007 
 
(For copies see file of Minutes) 
 
With regard to recommendation 3 of Minute No.OSC(2)30/06, it was 
reported that arrangements had been made for an article to appear in the 
March edition of Inform highlighting the success of the Community Safety 
Section. 



5 

 
RESOLVED: That the Committee’s recommendations be noted and 

appropriate action be taken. 
  

CAB.162/06 AREA 5 FORUM 
Consideration was given to the Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd 
January 2007.  (For copy see file of Minutes) 
 
With regard to Minute No. AF(5)22/06 – County Durham PCT – Progress 
Update – it was reported that officers of the County Durham PCT would 
attend Area Forum meetings to report on progress. 
 
RESOLVED:   That the report be received.  
 

 
PUBLISHED ON 16TH FEBRUARY 2007  

 The key decisions contained in these Minutes will be implemented 
on Monday 26th February 2007, five working days after the date of 
publication unless they are called in by three Members of the 
relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committee in accordance with the 
call in procedure rules.  

  
 
 

 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

Any person wishing to exercise the right of inspection, etc., in relation to these Minutes and associated papers should 
contact Gillian Garrigan, on Spennymoor 816166 Ext 4240 

 
 


